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STATUTES OF THE UNESCO KING HAMAD BIN ISA AL-KHALIFA PRIZE
FOR THE USE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES IN EDUCATION

Article 1 — Purpose

The purpose of the UNESCO King Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khalifa Prize for the Use of Information and
Communication Technologies in Education (ICT) is to reward projects and activities of individuals,
institutions, other entities or non-governmental organizations for excellent models, best practice, and
creative use of information and communication technologies (ICT) to enhance learning, teaching and
overall educational performance. The objective of the Prize is in conformity with UNESCO's mandate
and policies and with the Organization’s Strategic Objectives 1, 2, and 9, as laid out in the Medium-
Term Strategy for 2014-2021. In line with SDG 4 — Education 2030 as well as the Qingdao
Declaration and Beijing Consensus on Artificial Intelligence and Education, the Prize advocates for the
ethical use of technologies to accelerate the achievement of inclusive and equitable quality education
and lifelong learning for all.

Article 2 — Designation, amount and periodicity of the Prize

2.1 The Prize shall be entitled “UNESCO King Hamad Bin Isa Al-Khalifa Prize for the Use of
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) in Education”.

2.2. The Prize shall be funded by the Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain and shall consist of
a one-time contribution sum of US $758,600, which shall cover both the monetary value of the Prize
and the costs of administering the Prize. Any interest that may accrue will be added to the overall
contribution. As determined by the Director-General and in consultation with the Donor, the Prize
shall consist of a sum of US $50,000 to be equally divided between two prize-winners.

2.3 All funds received and the interest accrued thereon shall be kept in a special interest-bearing
account for the Prize (see Financial Regulations in Annex Il).

2.4 The full staff support and operating/management costs of the Prize, including all costs related
to the award ceremony and public information activities, estimated at a maximum of US $458,600,
shall be fully covered by the Government of the Kingdom of Bahrain. To this end, the Director-
General shall determine a mandatory overhead cost amount to be applied and charged against the
funds in the Special Account, which is to be established under the Financial Regulations of the Prize.

25 The Prize shall be awarded every year for a six-year period, starting from the 2021 edition of
the Prize, it being understood that this period may be adjusted to take into consideration fluctuations
in administration costs.

Article 3 — Conditions/Qualifications of candidates

Candidates shall have made a significant contribution to the creative use of information and
communication technologies (ICT) to enhance learning, teaching and overall educational
performance. Prizes may be conferred upon individuals, institutions, other entities or non-
governmental organizations.

Article 4 — Designation/Selection of the prize-winners

The two prize-winners shall be selected by the Director-General of UNESCO on the basis of the
assessments and recommendations made to her by a jury.

Article 5 — Jury

5.1 The Jury shall consist of five independent members, being personalities with a recognized
reputation in the field covered while also taking into consideration the need for equitable
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geographical distribution, gender equality and the principle of non-payment of honoraria. They shall
be appointed by the Director-General for a period of two-years, eligible for re-election for a maximum
term of three consecutive two-year periods. Representatives and alternates of Members of the
Executive Board cannot be appointed as jurors. Jurors involved in a real or potential conflict of
interest shall recuse themselves from further deliberations or be asked by the Director-General to
do so. The Director-General may replace members of the Jury for reason.

5.2 The Jury shall elect its own Chair and Deputy Chair. Members shall receive no remuneration
for their work, but will receive allowances for travel and accommodation, where required. A quorum
of three jurors present will be required for Jury deliberations to proceed. The working languages for
deliberations by the Jury shall be English and French.

53 The Jury shall conduct its business and deliberations in conformity with these Statutes, and
shall be assisted in the performance of its task by a member of the UNESCO Secretariat designated
by the Director-General. Decisions shall be taken by consensus to the extent possible, and otherwise
by secret ballot until a simple majority is obtained. A member shall not take part in a vote concerning

a nomination from his or her country.
5.4 The Jury shall meet once every year.

5.5 The Jury shall send an assessment of nominations and accompanying recommendations to
the Director-General of UNESCO no later than 14 days after the completion of the deliberations of

the Jury.
Article 6 — Nomination of candidates

6.1 When UNESCO has received the funding of the Prize, as indicated in Article 2 above, the
Director-General of UNESCO shall officially invite the submission of nominations to the Secretariat
of the Prize by 15 October every year from the governments of Member States, in consultation with
their National Commissions, as well as from the non-governmental organizations maintaining official
partnerships with the Organization and active in the field covered by the Prize. It is understood that
the deadline may be adjusted to take into consideration unprecedented crises or emergencies.

6.2 Nominations shall be submitted to the Director-General by the governments of Member States,
in consultation with their National Commissions, and by non-governmental organizations maintaining
official partnerships with UNESCO. A self-nomination cannot be considered.

6.3 Each nomination shall be accompanied by a written recommendation, which shall include, in
English or French, inter alia:

(a) a description of the candidate’s background and achievements;

(b) a summary of the work or the results of the work, publications and other supporting
documents of major importance, submitted for consideration;

(c) a definition of the candidate’s contribution to the Prize's objectives.

Article 7 — Procedure for the awarding of the Prize

71 The Prize shall be awarded by the Director-General at an official ceremony held for that
purpose at UNESCO Headquarters or online based on the agreement with the Government of
Bahrain no later than 31 March, the date to be mutually agreed upon. UNESCO shall present to the
prize-winners a cheque for the amount of the Prize as well as a diploma. UNESCO shall officially
announce the names of the prize-winners.

7.2 If a work being rewarded has been produced by two or more persons, the Prize shall be
awarded to them jointly. In no case may a prize amount be divided between more than three persons.
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7.3 The prize winners, if possible, shall give a lecture on a subject relevant to the work for which
the Prize has been awarded. Such a lecture shall be organized during or in connection with the Prize

ceremony.

7.4 The work produced by a person since deceased shall not be considered for the Prize. If,
however, a prize winner dies before he or she has received the Prize, then the Prize may be

presented posthumously.

7.5 Should a prize winner decline the Prize, the jury shall submit a new proposal to the Director-
General.

Article 8 — Sunset clause — mandatory renewal of the Prize

8.1 Six months prior to the agreed end of the term of the Prize, the Director-General of UNESCO
together with the donor will undertake a review of all aspects of the Prize and decide about its
continuation or termination. The Director-Genaral will inform the Executive Board of UNESCO about

the results of this review.

8.2 Incase of termination of the Prize, any unspent balance of funds shall be returned to the donor
unless otherwise agreed, in accordance with the Financial Regulations of the Prize.

Article 9 — Appeals

No appeals shall be allowed against the decision of UNESCO with regard to the award of the Prize.
Proposals received for the award of the Prize may not be divulged.

Article 10 — Amendments to the Statues of the Prize

Any amendment to the present Statutes shall be submitted to the Executive Board for approval.
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_'I"hé"fdead_line"'foi' i{cii_;iﬁ'na‘fi'f_ms': 5 February 2024

5 Gonféﬁts

{zoza theme 1
:Who can apply? ........... 7 ......... e e S ......... 1
Eliglblhty cntena e ' ' : 3 =
'Selectlon Chiteria...

;For Candldates How to submlt an apphcatlon and ask for a nommat:on‘? .

:For Nomlnatmg Entltles National Commissions for UNESCO and NGOs in ofﬂc;al
;partnershlp with UNESCO How to nominate?... -

2023 t’hemé“ .

The 2023 edition of the F'rlze will focus on the theme “Dlgltai learning for greemngf};'
educat:on" It will be awarded to initiatives that use digital technology to develop innovative
; :mcluswe climate pedagogtes Selected programmes must give learners the opportunity -
_to ac:qmre"the knowiedge values and skills to tackle climate disruption and promote
: bl development By encouraging synergies - between public digital learning and
'gr en education, and by showcasing best practices-in this field, this edition of the Prize
_:ad re "es several prlority areas ldenttf ed at tha Transformmg Educatlon Sumrmt that took

-e The project_ hould be ongomg for at !east 1. year il

. The projectfanq its organlzatlon should not be afﬂllated w:th UNESCO or recewe any

Educat'on
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The project should be public and free of charge

Selectlon criteria

Approprlateness of digital solutions: The project is backed by need S5 ment
: _and applles fi t-for purpose technologies to provide safe, inclusive and robust toofs

5 Pedagogy mnomt:on The project adopts pedagogical methodologies adapted for
_cllmate educatlon to facﬂltate diglta[ learning and Ieamer engagement ;

e ‘ Inclusuon and eqmty The prOJect should advance mclusmn and equdy in
. while taking into account marginalized groups, mlnontles and learners wit
g ._ablhtles e

Ev_ldence of impact The prOJec:t should prowde ewdence of lmpac
reached and pre-set learning outcomes e

- Potential for replicability and ss'cala'bility The project should shov.v';ev.idehce that it
“can be replicated in other contexts or. have the potentxal to further optlmlze and sca[e
s |mpact e :

NOTE: T'ﬁ'eE Prize is not a grant scheme to support new projects or orgéniiaiiens The Prize is
‘aimed at recognizing already implemented pmjects and activities or individuals/institutions/
orgamzations for the creative use of technoiogles in education, teachmg, and Ieammg

For Candidates: How to submit an application and ask for a
nomination?

Ask for & nomination®
= e e M R

- By your country's National _If your projec:t 1s, normnated
Commisslon for UNESCO ‘ the National Commission -
FaSdas i has to inform the Prize -
e ‘Submit completed application to Secrefariat via the online
~-“Application =~ B ~ the cancerned Natlonal : p{at‘form o h‘i emall
- e RO ~Cemmission via enline platform i i

fin an application

By NGO In official partnership 7
with UNESCO -

Get a nomlnation from an NGO

s nom! f@r_@ Submit completed application

¥ together with the neminatlon via
online platiorm directly to the
*Self-nominations are not accepted - Prize Secretariat -

1. Contact nominating entity:' If your project/programme meets the criteri_a, please get
in contact as soon as possible with an appropriate nominating entity to inform about
your interest in applying for the Prize.

e List of National Commissions for UNESCO
+ List of NGOs in official partnership with UNESCO

Educatjon
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2. Create your account: Request a user account and indicate through which entity you.
will apply at : www.unesco.org/ict-ed- prizefregister '

3. Go to the onllne pIatform accessible at www.unesco.org/ict-ed-prize and start fi flhng
in the online appllcatlon form in English or French.

4. Present your prOJectlprogramme in a clear and structured way, following the
instructions given in the form and respecting the indicated word limit. All supporting
materials (e.g. publications, photos, videos) must be transmitted electronically

~ through the online system.

5. Ensure that your project is nominated

If you want to be nominated by your | If you want to be nominated by an
country’s National Commission NGO in official partnership with
' UNESCO -

» Fill in the application and submit it | > Identify an NGO in official partnership
via UNESCO online platform for | with UNESCO
review and possible nomination of
the concerned National Commission

> Provide this NGO with information about
: your project and ask for a nomination

> |If selected, the National Commission
will provide the nomination via
UNESCO online platform —and
submit it to the Prize Secretariat

> Receive a nomination (in form of a
letter) and attach it to your online
application

> Submit - the application to the Prize

Rlease: fote . that:—a - Natonal Secretariat via UNESCO online platform

Commission can nominate on!y up
to 3 submissions

vl

We strongly recommend:

“|* Contact™ your country’s National
Commission already while filling in the
apphcatlon

1*  some countrles may have the
national selection process and internal
‘deadlines for submission. This is why it
is essential to get in contact with the
relevant National Commission from the
very: begmn:ng of .the application |
process in order to submit your

| application in line with the National
| Commission deadline and guidelines.

Please note that self—nomlnatlons cannot be consmlered Any submission form not
nominated by the National Commission or an NGO in official partnership W|th UNESCO will
not be accepted by the Secretariat.

Difficulties in reach:ng an appropriate nominating entity: please contact the Prlze
Secretariat. i

Educatjon

203015%



1 ;Screen your candtdates Inform all involved stakeholders and set up a setectlo
: commlttee or panel to screen the candidates. =

2 N nate up to three candidates: Select the three best candidate: hose pro;ects are
maain line with the theme. You are encouraged to work \mth the cand:dates to prepare thetr
S ‘submlsswn forms. )

~ |» National Commissions can"access the ptatform ')‘- Ifr solicited b
“ | with their generic UNESCO accounts. To access |  wishing :
| the nomination form the Natlona! Commission nommat:on you shouid pro\nde _
shoutd: : ~a nomination letter to be
attached by the candldate to‘
the online form ‘Vj_: '

« Follow the [mk prowded to the application or
access -the  online platform here: : ,
www unesco ortht-ed prize Rt » An NGO can also submrt an|

et the‘ff‘"{ogm page, enter the username | appticatton on behalf of a

~ candidate. To create and fill in-
(natcom yourcountryname@natcom unesco.org) | =i appllcation please e that

o Enter the password  associated  with the | guidelines for candidates. -
UNESCO account of the National Comm[ss:on . e

';'fnal Commission can also initiate the
; sess of nomination and submit an apphoation
: on behalf of a candidate I

>To ‘nominate . a candidate, the  National e
“Commission should edit the online form by i
_entering a written recommendation in the |
appropnate fields, in English or French, and |

~ explain why the project of the candidate deserves.
Prize (max 350 words).

_due g techmoal problems, the - Natlonal :
Commrssmn cannot access the online platform to i}
_provide the nomination, it can issue a- nommatton
letter or mform the Prize Secretanat by ‘email.

Shou dy you reqwre any clarification regardmg the apphcatlon or‘._nomunatlon process p!easeﬁ
directly contact the Secretariat of the UNESCO King Hamad Bl sa-Al—Khahfa Prize for ther
Use of ICT in education at UNESCO lctpnze@unesco org i ;

We Iook forward to receivmg your nominatlons'

Educat| L
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